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| Mark Twain’s Idea of What

Arthur’_s Court Was Like

The plumbing was bad in King Arthur's
Court,

There was no telephone system.

The brave knights, the flower of ehivalry,
spent their time—

1. Eating.

Drinking.

Slaving dragons.
Rescuing damsels.
. Fighting,

There were no carpets on the floor of King
Arthur's Court—only rushes.

None of the knights thought it worth while
to learn to read and write.

Not one of them knew the difference be-
tween a carburetor and a spark plug. They
believed that Merlin was 'a mighty powerful
magician,

Until the Yankee arrived. lle taught them
different.

IPirst he put the plumbing to rights. Then
he pulled the great magician's whiskers. Then
he installed telephones throughout the realm.
Then he improved the knights' table manners.
Then he tool on a few knights in a tourna-
ment, and licked them single-handed. Then he
mounted the celebrated flower of chivalry on
motoreyclies,

All this was even as Pie unto him.

When he had nothing else to do he did a
job or two of rescuing, and one fair damsel
was <o gratefnl that she fell in love with him.

His title was "Sir Boss,” and his uniform
consisted largely of a top hat and a pair of
garters. This was considered a very dignified
get-up, and it did his reputation among the
knights a lot of good.

All this is the product of the master brain
of Mark ‘Twain, America's greatest literary
figure and the world’s greatest humorist. Mark
Twain wrote his masterpiece, “A Connecticut
Yankee in King.Arthur's Court,” to prove that
the present is the best of all possible times to
live in, and that the Age of Chivalry was not
all it is cracked up to be,

“A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's
Court” has been translated to the screen by
William Fox, and well conveys the message
that Mark Twain conveyved in words, with
every thrilling moment, every laugh-provoking
incident, and all the rollicking fun of it, in
visual form.
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duction, made with all
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which Fox piclures are
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'HER MAJESTY LIKED IT

Made the Queen of England
| Laugh

(From The London Daily Telegraph, May 31)

Queen Alexandra, accompanied by
Princess Victoria and Princess Maud, and
attended by General Sir Henry Streat-
field, paid a visit yesterday afternoon to
the Alhambra Theater to see the first pub-
lic exhibition in this country of the great
spectacular film, “A Connecticut Yankee
in King Arthur’s Court.” The royal visi-
tors were received in the vestibule of the
theater by Sir Oswald Stoll and Mr.
George I'. Reynolds, the manager, and
were at once conducted to the spacious
royal box, which had been converted into
a bower of flowers. The film, a full ac-
count of which was given quite recently in
The Daily Telegraph, is an adaptation of
the well-known book by Mark Twain, and
has been for months past creating a fu-
rore on Broadway. In the ordinary
course of events it would have been ex-
hibited to the public of this country not
earlier probably than the end of next
year. As it is, thanks to the enterprise of
Sir Oswald Stoll, its release has thus been
anticipated by nearly eighteen months.
At all three performances yesterday it
went with an unmistakable swing that
augurs well for its future popularity.
Apart from the really astonishing spec-
tacular scenes, in which realism has been
carried as far as it can go, the humor of
the many incongruous situations in which
a modern American suddenly thrust into
the England of 1,500 years ago finds him-
self, created continuous rounds of uncon-
trollable laughter. The exceedingly funny
and epigrammatic subtitles, which are a
great feature of this film, were thorough-
ly appreciated. Before leaving the thea-
ter, Queen Alexandra graciously assured
Mr. Reynolds that she had thoroughly en-
joyed herself.

Massivk te1s., gorgedus
trappings, pictures of eye:
fillivg delight, damsels in
distress, . valiant khights
and. naughty, plots and
gounterplots, laoghter
which fs chased by thrills ;
these ‘are the compouent
parts of an entertainment
of bewilderlng novelry,
‘There never was anything
like "A Conuvecticut Yan-
kee"in King Arthur's
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P2 MAE_MURRAY in “PEACOCK ALLEY”
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